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SECTION A: Reading
You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

The writer shares her childhood memories of moving to a remote house beside a river near
the town of Laugharne, in Wales, with her mother and father. Her father is Dylan Thomas,
a famous poet.

Moving to the Boat House

We were met at the station by Billy
Williams. My father, Dylan, my mother,
Caitlin, and | piled in to his family taxi with
our suitcases and belongings. The taxi
took us to the path that led to the Boat
House. At the top of the path, by an old
iron gate, a clump of daisies radiated their
whiteness and, although we were driving
past, time seemed to stop. The pathway
was too narrow for a car so we carried our
bags over the uneven surface while we
looked over the low cliff wall at the sand
and the water beyond. The overhanging bushes and hanging plants clung to the cliff-face
like flags waving a greeting. We walked, laden with bags and books, along the last stretch
of the path to our new home, called the Boat House.

It looked heavenly: a place to explore, to run around, where we would be living forever. It
had balconies, stepped gardens, a large boat shed and a wall protecting us from the wilds
of the friendly estuary' beyond. We had fallen upon paradise. As we were settling in, my
father wrote to Margaret Taylor, who had arranged for the place, that, “this is it: the place,
the house, the workroom, the time,” and that he could never thank her enough. “I shall
write in this water and tree room on the cliff, every word will be my thanks to you...”

In my memory it hardly ever rained that season. From the balcony that ran around the
cottage like a midriff2, on two sides of the house, | looked at the river and beyond the
view of Laugharne. There was sun on the water.

E o o o S S

My mother and | often went on walks starting along the cliffwalk, the trees a dark arch
overhead with light flickering in long, thin tongues through the branches. Through the
trees you could see the sands below whipped into narrow ridges and imagine water
serpents wandering across them. The foxgloves and ferns grew down the cliff and |
longed to run down headlong to the shore but couldn't because my mother was always
striding ahead, with our dog Mably biting at our heels. | could only just keep up with her,
an Olympic-level walker who only just avoided being classed as a runner. Emerging from
the untidy trees we climbed over walls and barbed wire fences, to fields of green never
seen since. In my memory, the fields are full of primroses and a few rogue daffodils.

As we neared the farm, ducks and geese wandered free across the sloping farmyard. But
as we approached Mably, to tie a piece of string on his leather collar, he would jump up.
“That annoying dog,” mother said without passion. She never called him by his name;
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- | sometimes he was “disgusting” or “vile”. He was a dog who never kept still. | loved him
and his brown, white and black patches; he looked the way a dog should look.
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We passed the factory and walked briskly towards the town. We could see the high walls

§§,§5§§§ of the castle coming towards us as we walked besides the grey expanse of mud and 40
= | sand, towards the humming pubs and shops. Ignoring the sweet shop, Mother headed

= | for the Cross House Inn, a whitewashed building standing on its own. “Just saying a word

~= | to Mr Crossmouse, see you in a minute.”
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& | | waited outside, looking around for someone to play with. Mably sat down, turning his

-~ | head from side to side. | looked towards the bus stop, but only boring people waited 45
@ | there. Mr Crossmouse, the landlord, was more a rat than a mouse, with his sharp,

~~ | small features and darting eyes. After her call, Mother would report, “Your father’s in

& | Brown’s, unsurprisingly.” | wondered how Crossmouse knew. News went round so fast in

| Laugharne I sometimes felt it was a danger to think.“Come on,” my mother said as we

| climbed the steps to Brown’s Hotel. 50

Once Mum and | had collected Dad, we set out along King Street. My mother had to slow
down as usual to walk with my father, me trailing at the rear. It was a five-minute walk
| home.“Come on,” urged my parents, half-way along the cliff walk.

o%!

21 | As | caught up, my father said that he was busy today and not to make a noise, then

disappeared into his study. “What about dad’s lunch?”| asked. Meanwhile he stuck his 55
head out to say, “Cat, will you tell her to be quiet today?” | was indignant at his distrust,

— | which was brought about because | sometimes encouraged my friends to press their

2 bicycle bells, sing, and bark with Mably as we passed outside the study. If it was a lucky

day, Father would push his battered kitchen chair back from his table and open the door

to shout at us, waving a weak finger. His response was all | wanted and we would go 60
yelling away down the hill.
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1 Why do the family have to carry their suitcases to the Boat House?

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

2 Look again from the start to line 18.

Give three words or phrases that express the writer’s positive feelings on arriving at
the Boat House.

(Total for Question 2 = 3 marks)
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3 In your own words, explain what we learn about the writer’s mother.

(Total for Question 3 = 4 marks)

5

R T O Turn over »
P 4 5 8 5 6 A0 5 2 0



r

4 How does the writer try to create interest in her childhood experiences?
In your answer you should write about:
« the descriptions of the house and the landscape
+ her relationship with her father
« particular words, phrases and techniques.

You may include brief quotations from the passage to support your answer.
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(Total for Question 4 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A =20 MARKS
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SECTION B: Reading and Writing

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Remind yourself of the passage Greenpeace UK from the Edexcel Anthology.

GREENPEACE ux

You must answer both questions, 5 and 6.

Donate Take action Sign up for e-updates

Home
About Greenpeace

Latest news

= Climate change

The problems

The solutions _
What we are doing
What you can do
Videos

Related links

|-

Forests

r

Oceans

Nuclear powar

¥ Peace

» GM food

» Toxics
What you can do
Donate now

Media centre

Login | Register

International

E) rss | What is RsS?

Some rights reserved

Horme

Climate change

The world is warming up. Already 150,000 people are dying every
year because of climate change and, within 50 years, one-third of all
land-based species could face extinction. If we carry on the way we
are now, by 2100 the planet will likely be hotter than it's been at any
point in the past two million years.

But catastrophic climate
change isn't inevitable. We
know that climate change is
caused by burning fossil
fuels. The technologies that
could dramatically reduce ou
dependence on fossil fuels -
decentralised energy,
renewables and efficiency,
hybrid cars, efficient
buildings - already exist and have been proven to work. If we start
cutting our emissions now, using these ready-to-go technologies, then
there is still a chance to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of
climate change.

What we're lacking is real action. The government needs to put in
place meaningful policies to urgently reduce emissions - and to act on
them immediately. Under New Labour, carbon emissions have risen.
The government is set te miss its own emissions targets. Whether
through political cowardice or industry lobbying, the government is
failing to put their words into action.

We're the last generation that can stop this global catastrophe, and
we need your help.

What you can do
We can stop catastrophic climate change. We know what causes it,

we have the technologies to prevent it, and there's a rapidly growing
understanding of just how urgent the need for action is.

All that's missing is the action itself.

The government needs to put in place meaningful policies to urgently
reduce emissions - and to act on them immediately. We need your
help to persuade them. Together, we can stop climate chaos.

ge X
loin the roar of
oppesition to alrport

_expansion

= The problem with
aviation

= Aviation: frequently
asked questions

® No 3rd runway -
write to Gordon
Brown

s The Heathrow Voices
tour: dates & times

Climate change: the
convenient solution

Add your voice! »

* A nice bit of
schadenfreude in the
maorning
Ireland is banning the
bulb, why can't wa?

Heating up in Bali

U5 trying to destroy
international effarts to
save the climate

Four thousand tonne
oil spill in the North
Sea
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(

5 How does the writer try to interest the reader in the views expressed on the
Greenpeace UK webpage?

You should refer closely to the passage to support your answer. You may include
brief quotations.

(10)
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(Total for Question 5 = 10 marks for reading)
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6 Greenpeace wants the UK Government to improve the environment.

Write a letter to your government to explain what you think could be done to
improve the environment in your country.
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(Total for Question 6 = 10 marks for writing)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS
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SECTION C: Writing
You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.
7 ‘Not all schools prepare young people for living in the real world!
Explain your views on this statement.
You may choose to write about:
« what subject(s) you think should be taught
« the importance of other school activities

« any other ideas that you may have.
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(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks for writing)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C =20 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS

Source taken/adapted from:
My Father’s Places by Aeronwy Thomas, published by Constable (24 Jun. 2010)

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright
material. Pearson Education Ltd. will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any
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such rectifications in future editions.
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